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Growing Panes 
Looking  out  my window to  my pup playing  in  the 
sunshine I get excited about the weather change and 
the warmer months to come; but, for our homes, the 
changes in temperature, humidity and pressure don’t 
usually  have welcome effects.   Building materials  in 
general are not meant to be expanded and stretched. 
Paint,  roofing, lumber,  brick, vinyl,  and glass are all 
affected by the phenomenon of thermal expansion. As 
I  look  out  the  window,  my  excitement  for  the 
sunshine is stifled by what I see BETWEEN the glass 
panes:  moisture.  We’ve  had  several  customers  that 
were given disturbing advice from window companies 
with a  big price tag:  “All  you can do is  replace the 
entire window unit; we cannot replace the one piece 
of glass.” Pardon me while I clear my throat; h0r$h!+!

What’s the problem; how does it happen?
Our  windows  are  made  of  two  panes  of  glass  sealed 

around the edges with a spacer creating an insulated air pocket that insulates your home 
while still  allowing in natural light.  The engineering is extremely effective at making our 
homes more energy efficient.  The issue I’ve experienced, along with many others in The 
Nest is a result of thermal (heat) expansion and pressure changes over time combined with a 
breakdown of the sealant between the spacer and window panes.  Eventually the seal will 
fail or give in order to normalize the pressure inside the window while humidity from your 
home or outside enters with warmer air and gets trapped.  The moisture will build up until droplets form and in drier months the 
humidity will evaporate leaving behind the hazy residue. If you believe your windows have fallen victim to this defect there are a 
few simple steps to check.

I see moisture but no haze or fog; what’s that mean?
The first thing to check is whether the water droplets or moisture can be felt.  
If  you experience water droplets on the surface of your window inside your 
home chances are you have a higher temperature and humidity level inside of 
your home; turn down the heat.  If you see water droplets and are able to feel 
them on the surface outside, you probably have your thermostat way down on a 
warmer  humid  day.   If  yo u  s e e 
moisture but can’t feel it, and there is 
no haze inside the glass, the seal on your 
window has only just  failed this  season 

and it’s just a mater of time before you’ll see more evidence of seal failure. 

What the solution?
Good news and bad news.  The BAD news is that there is  no way to correct or 
prevent seal failure; it is just the nature of the engineering and will happen to all 
windows over time.  And, not only are the blemishes unsightly, but the problem also 
effects the energy efficiency of your home.  The GOOD news  is YOU DON’T 
NEED AND ENTIRELY NEW WINDOW.   There are windows companies, 
and contractors (ahem) that are willing and able to to replace single panes and get 
your home back to maximum energy efficiency and with minimum expense.

Please call or text us for a free consultation. 317.900.2221
Visit our website: eastwestconstruction.com for this and other helpful articles.

Howdy Neighbors! 
The Eagles Nest homes are all 
very similar in build practice 
and materials used.  Any home 
will eventually have issues so 
we get to learn from each other. 
This monthly article will explain 
common concerns and issues 
we all face.  We’ll also provide 
research and implemented tips 
for repair or prevention.                   

Please send suggestions! 
eastwestindy.com/thenest 

info@eastwestindy.com 
317.900.2221 
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